
Physician Assistant (PA) Prerequisites

General Biology 
(with lab)

General 
Chemistry
(with lab)

Organic 
Chemistry
(with lab)

Biochemistry
Mathematics/

Statistics

Human 
Physiology
(with lab)

Human Anatomy 
(with lab)

Microbiology Genetics Psychology
Advanced 
Science 
Electives

English 
Composition

Humanities/
Social Sciences

Spanish
Medical 

Terminology
Electives

California Baptist
University

-
12-18 units (with lab)

Biochemistry Recommended

1 Course
(Statistics 

Recommended)

12 units
(with lab)

6 units 
(with lab)

5 units 5 units Molecular Biology 
Recommended

1 year 3 courses - Recommended -

Cal State 
Monterey Bay

12 units
(with lab)

12 units
(with lab)

- -
Statistics 
(4 units)

5 units
(with lab)

5 units
(with lab)

- - - - 4 units -
9 units (1 year)

*Placement Exam 
Options

- -

Chapman 
University

12 units
(with lab)

12 units
(with lab)

- -
Pre-Calc/Calculus

(5 units)
Statistics (5 units)

12 units
(with lab)

6 units 
(with lab)

3 units 5 units - 5 units
Sociology 
(5 units)

Medical Spanish 
Recommended

2 units
Medical Ethics 
Recommended

Charles R. Drew 
University

12 units
(with lab)

12 units
(with lab)

Reccommended Reccommended
College Algebra 
or higher (5 units)
Statistics (5 units)

6 units
(with lab)

6 units
(with lab)

6 units 
(with lab)

- 
9 units of 

Behavioral 
Sciences

-
9 units
 (1 year)

Sociology or 
Anthropology (9 

units of Behavioral 
Sciences)

Recommended 
(5 units)

5 units -

Dominican 
University of 
California

-
12 units

(with lab)
- 5 units Statistics

(5 units)
5 units

6 units
(with lab)

6 units 
(with lab)

5 units 5 units
Cellular or 

Molecular Biology
9 units
(1 year)

2 units -

Keck School of 
Medicine of USC

12 units 12 units
(with lab)

- -
Statistics
(4 units)

4 units 
(with lab)

4 units 
(with lab)

4 units 
(with lab)

- 
4 units 

(with lab)
-

1 year
*International 
applicants only

- 1 year - -

Loma Linda 
University

-
1 year General Chemistry or sequence of Inorganic, 

Organic, and Biochemistry
(with lab)

College-level 
Algebra; Statistics 

recommended

Required
(with lab)

Required
(with lab)

Required
(with lab)

- Required - 1 year
General Sociology 

or Cultural 
Anthropology

Recommended Recommended - 

Marshall B. 
Ketchum 
University

4 units - 4 units 4 units
Statistics
(4 units)

4 units 
(with lab)

4 units 
(with lab)

4 units 
(with lab)

4 units 4 units - - - - - - 

Samuel Merrritt 
University

24 units of 
Biological 
Sciences

6 units 6 units -
Statistics
(3 units)

6 units 6 units 6 units - - - - - - - Minimum 24 units of 
Biological Sciences

Southern California 
University of Health 
Sciences

-
12 units

(with lab)

Algebra or higher (3 
units); Statistics (5 

units)

6 units
(with lab)

6 units
(with lab)

6 units
(with lab)

- 5 units - 5 units
Sociology/Cultural 

Anthropology
 (5 units)

Recommended 2 units -

Stanford University 
Medical Center

-
At least 5 units

(with lab)
Statistics 
(5 units)

5 units
(with lab)

5 units
(with lab)

- - 5 units - - - - Recommended 3 upper-division 
Biology courses

Touro University - 
California 

12 units
(with lab)

12 units
(with lab)

Statistics 
(5 units)

5 units
(with lab)

5 units
(with lab)

5 units - - - - - - - -

UC Davis -
1 course
(with lab)

- - -
1 course
(with lab)

1 course
(with lab)

1 course
(with lab)

- Can be included 
in social sciences

-
1 course
(with lab)

2 courses - - -

University of La 
Verne

5 units
(with lab)

10 units
(with lab)

- -
Statistics 
(4 units)

5 units
(with lab)

5 units
(with lab)

4 units
(with lab)

- 4 units - 1 year Sociology/Anthrop
ology (4 units)

- 3 units
See website for 

additional Humanities 
requirements

University of the 
Pacific

9 units
(with lab)

12 units
(with lab)

- -
Statistics 
(4 units)

5 units
(with lab)

5 units
(with lab)

4 units
(with lab)

- 4 units - 9 units - - - -

Western University -
12 units

(with lab)
- -

College Algebra (4 
units); Statistics (4 

units)

4 units
(with lab)

4 units
(with lab)

4 units
(with lab)

4 units 4 units - 1 year Sociology
 (4 units)

Recommended -
12 units of 
Humanities

This chart is a guide only. Additional courses may be recommended. Always check programs' websites before 
applying.

Last updated 6/2020

•  Units shown are quarter units. Some requirements shown are estimated equivalents to semester units. 

•  If a school appears to have no requirements, then that school's admissions requirements are based on competencies, not courses. See school website for 
details.                                            

•  If you have any questions, contact the school or visit the school website. 


